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About this manual 
 

 

 
 
 
Slidebel Tools Manual   

 

The information contained in this 

manual is the product of a number of 

internal tests, customer comments and 

the current state of scientific and 

technological knowledge. 

GordiamKey has no obligation to 

periodically update the information 

contained in this manual. 

GordiamKey does not accept any liability 

for any erroneous statement, illustration 

or picture contained in this manual. 

Furthermore, GordiamKey does not 

accept any liability, in terms of financial 

loss or damage to persons or things, 

caused by or related to the information 

contained in this manual. 

All the information contained in this 

manual is intended only as a guide for 

correct operation and to prevent risk to 

users. However, all users should first use 

their own common sense and judgement 

to avoid risk to persons or things. 

GordiamKey reserves the right to change 

technical specifications as well as 

manufacturing processes without notice. 

This document is protected under 

copyright law. All copyrights to this 

documentation are held by GordiamKey. 

Any reproduction of text and 

illustrations (or of any parts thereof) by 

means of print, photocopy or other 

methods – including any electronic 

systems and media – requires express 

prior permission in writing by 

GordiamKey. 

 

© GordiamKey 

 

 

Contact details of the manufacturer 

In case of assistance, contact an authorised distributor. 

GordiamKey, Medeon Science Park, 205 12 Malmö, Sweden 

info@gordiamkey.com 
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1. Introduction 

Slidebel Duo Tools is a free software tool for the Slidebel Duo printer. It can be used to 

customize label formats and to print slides. It also allows the user to change some 

printer settings. Slidebel Duo Tools is divided into 3 main panels:  

1. Printing panel 

2. Label layout editor panel 

3. Printer settings panel  



2. Printing form  
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2. Printing form 

The Printing form allows to print slides based on the selected label layout.  

 

 

2.1 Preview form 

The preview form will update as information is entered in the layout fields. 

Same fields are static or automatically generated and do not require any input. The label 

layout, the number and type of fields in the layout can be modified from the Label 

Layout edit panel 

In the example below, once the staining code is selected, it will appear in the print form. 

Printing mode 
Select the desired 
printing mode 

Type label  
information 
 

Print preview 

Select printer 
 

Number of slides 
Select the number of 
copies to be printed 
 

Print the 
selected 
number of 
slides  

Clear fields 
Delate all the 
information 
written in the 
fields 



2. Printing form  
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2.2 Enumerators and number of copies 

If an enumerator field is present in the label layout, it can be activated by pressing the 

appropriate checkbox. The program will issue a corresponding number of slides. 

 

When the checkbox next to an enumeration field is selected, the 
number of copies in the print button area disappear. The program 
automatically prints all the possible combinations of slides. 

 

 

The example above will issue two slides: 

 

Starting number 
Number that will be printed on the first slide of the 
sequence 
 

Enable automatic enumeration 
 

Number of slides of the sequence 
 

Enumeration 
field 
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2.3 Default Printer selection 

The default printer can be selected from a list of installed printers by pressing the 

button “Select Printer”  

 

 

  



2. Printing form  
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2.4 Scanner mode 

If scanner mode is enabled, the Printing Panel will show the options “Scanner autofill” 

and the checkbox “Scan and print”. After scanning a 1D or 2D code, the fields will be 

automatically filled as shown in the picture. To automatically print the label after the 

scan, the checkbox “Scan and print” must be activated. 

 

  



2. Printing form  
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2.5 Protocols Panel 

The tab “Protocols” can be accessed to print a number of slides according to a specific 

printing protocol. This panel will only be visible if at least one printing protocol is 

present.  To create, modify, and remove existing printing protocols, visit the “Edit 

protocols” panel,  further information on this topic can be found in  section 4 Protocols 

panel. 

 

In the “Protocols” tab, select the desired protocol and fill in the printing fields or use the 

automatic scanner option. 



3. Label Layout editor panel  
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3. Label Layout editor panel 

The Label Layout editor panel allows to create and edit the label layout. 

 

3.1 Field management panel 

 

“Add” allows the user to add a field in the layout. The field type can be selected in the 

selection box. 

The field can be a Text, which contains a string of letters or numbers, or a Code, like a 

barcode or a 2D code. 

 

A maximum of 9 fields can be added in a single layout. A maximum of 2 
fields of Code type may be used. 

 

Field panel 
 

Scanner options 

Label preview 

Field management panel 

 

Layout management panel 
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3.2 Layout management panel 

The buttons Load, Save, and Default are used to manage the label layout files in the 

application. 

 

 “Load”: allows the user to load a previously saved layout. Only files with “.slbl” 

extension can be opened. This will also load any protocol list associated with the 

layout. 

 “Save”: allows the user to save the current layout. A file with “.slbl” extension will 

be created. This will also save any protocol list associated with the layout. 

 “Save as default”: allows the user to set the current layout as default in the 

printing panel, and use it to print slides. 

3.3 Label preview 

The Label preview panel displays the current label layout: 

 

  



3. Label Layout editor panel  
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3.4 Field panel 

The Field panel is used to edit or remove the label layout fields. 

 

3.5 Edit a Text field   

Once a Text field has been added, it can be edited in the Edit panel, by pressing the 

button  

The selected text field being edited will be highlighted in the Label preview panel. 

 

There are different types of text field: 

 Static text: fixed text, not editable in the Printing panel 

 Prompt text: editable text in the Printing panel 

 Text list: text list presented in a combo box in the Printing panel 

Label Name 
 

ID 
 

Edit 
 

Remove 
 

Edit panel 
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 Date: text containing the current system date 

 Number range: text containing a number, automatically incrementing with the 

number of slides printed 

 Incrementing letter: text containing a letter, automatically incrementing with 

the number of slides printed 

 Concatenate text: text containing other elements, divided by a separator 

  



3. Label Layout editor panel  
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3.5.1 Prompt Text 

 Label Name: the field’s name, as shown in the Printing panel 

 Display Text: the suggested text, as shown in the Printing panel 

 X position: the horizontal position of the field 

 Y position: the vertical position of the field 

 Font Size: the text’s font size 

 Rotation: the angle of pattern rotation of the text 

 Hide: if selected, the field will not be printed 

 

  

Printing panel 

 

Print preview 

 
 

Edit panel 
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3.5.2 Static Text 

 Label Name: the field’s name. This will not be visible in the printing panel 

 Display Text: the string that will be printed 

 X position: the horizontal position of the field 

 Y position: the vertical position of the field 

 Font Size: the text’s font size 

 Rotation: the angle of pattern rotation of the text 

 Hide: if selected, the field will not be printed 

  

Printing panel 

 

Print preview 
 

 

Edit panel 
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3.5.3 Text List 

 Label Name: the field’s name, as shown in the Printing panel 

 X position: the horizontal position of the field 

 Y position: the vertical position of the field 

 Font Size: the text’s font size 

 Rotation: the angle of pattern rotation of the text 

 Hide: if selected, the field will not be printed 

 List: the list of selectable strings of the text field  

Printing panel 

 

Print preview 

 

 
 

Edit panel 

 

 
 

List 
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3.5.4 Date 

 Label Name: the field’s name. This will not be visible in the printing panel 

 X position: the horizontal position of the field 

 Y position: the vertical position of the field 

 Font Size: the text’s font size 

 Rotation: the angle of pattern rotation of the text 

 Hide: if selected, the field will not be printed 

 Date format: the desired date format 

Printing panel 

 

 

Print preview 

 

 
 

Edit panel 
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3.5.5 Number range 

 Label Name: the field’s name, as shown in the Printing panel 

 X position: the horizontal position of the field 

 Y position: the vertical position of the field 

 Font Size: the text’s font size 

 Rotation: the angle of pattern rotation of the text 

 Hide: if selected, the field will not be printed 

 Zero-padding: if selected, the number will be zero-padded 

Printing panel 

 

Print preview 

 

Edit panel 
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3.5.6 Incrementing letter 

 Label Name: the field’s name, as shown in the Printing panel 

 X position: the horizontal position of the field 

 Y position: the vertical position of the field 

 Font Size: the text’s font size 

 Rotation: the angle of pattern rotation of the text 

 Hide: if selected, the text will not be printed 

Printing panel 

 

Print preview 

 

Edit panel 
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3.5.7 Concatenate text 

 Label Name: the field’s name, as shown in the Printing panel 

 X position: the horizontal position of the field 

 Y position: the vertical position of the field 

 Font Size: the text’s font size 

 Rotation: the angle of pattern rotation of the text 

 Hide: if selected, the text will not be printed 

 List: the list of strings which will be concatenated in the text field  

Printing panel 

 

Print preview 

 

Edit panel 

 

List 
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3.6 Edit a code field 

Once a Code field has been added, it can be edited in the Edit panel, by pressing the 

button  

Codes contain data originating from the text fields, by means of prompt insertion, static 

texts and separators. 

Four different types of codes can be used: 

 Code 128 

 Datamatrix 

 QR Code 

 ITF 25 

 

 Label Name: The field’s name, visible in the Edit panel 

 Type: The type of the code 

 X position: the horizontal position of the field 

 Y position: the vertical position of the field 

 Comp: The compression factor, only for Datamatrix and QR-code 

 Y Size: The compression factor, only for Code 128 and ITF 25 

 ID list: the IDs of the fields which will be concatenated in the code value 

 Value List: the list of string which will be concatenated in the code value

  



3. Label Layout editor panel  
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3.6.1 Datamatrix 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edit panel 
 

List 
 

- 

Print preview 

12345/1 
Printing panel 
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3.6.2 QR code 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edit panel 
 

List 
 

12345/1 Printing panel 
 

Print preview 
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3.6.3 Code 128 

 

        

 

 

   

Printing panel 
 

Print preview 

12345-1 

Edit panel 

List 
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3.6.4 ITF 25: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edit panel 

List 
 

12345-1 
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3.7 Scanner  

A barcode or 2D code scanner can be used in keyboard emulation mode to enable 

automatic filling of the label fields. 

The process requires a specific formed input string, encoded into the barcode or 2D 

code. The string must be divided in several portions by a separator character, such as a 

comma (,) a dash (-) or another character (-). The scanner must be connected to the 

system running Slidebel Tools. Upon a successful reading, the input string will be split 

into different substrings and each of these will be addressed to the specific label fields. 

In the example below, the datamatrix code contains the string “New York-23849-Jack 

Doe” 

 

In the label layout below, “New York” must fill the field “lab”, “23849” must fill the field 

“code”, and “jack Doe must fill the field “operator”. 

 

 

To activate the scanner mode, click the button “Scanner Options”: 

Input string: 

New York-23849-Jack Doe 



3. Label Layout editor panel  
 

 
 
Slidebel Tools Duo Manual 26  

 

 

A dialog box will open. The different substrings must be assigned to the appropriate 

label fields. A separator character must also be selected.  

 



3. Label Layout editor panel  
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In this case, the separator is a dash (-) character. The first field will be set as “lab”, the 

second as “code” and the third as “operator”. A preview of the scanned code will be 

shown in the bottom of the window. Once all the fields are selected, click the button 

“enable” to activate the scanner mode. 

 

The scanner status label will toggle to “ON”:  

 



4. Protocols panel  
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4 Protocols panel  

The Edit protocols panel allows to create, modify and remove slide printing protocols. 

A slide printing protocol is a list of slides to be printed, whose fields are partially or 

totally pre-defined. Printing protocols can be created in the tab “Edit protocols” by 

clicking the button “Add New”. This will generate a new protocol. 

 

 

 

The “Select editable fields” option indicates which fields will be defined in the slide list. 

The rest of the fields will be open for edit in the printing form. 

   

 

 

For each slide in the list, the loading side can be specified in the tab “Cartridge” 
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Once completed, the protocol can be saved. Saved printing protocols can be used in the 

printing form.



 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.gordiamkey.com 

 


